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Waugh, Alec Island the Sun 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Jan. 1956. 538p. $3.95. 


Alec Waugh, elder brother Evelyn, and product 
Oxford during the hectic twenties, has written half 
dozen novels and travel books. His outlook remains 
English, though with considerable admira- 
tion for American newsmen, and some contempt for 
the stodgy his countrymen. presents here 
broad picture typical West Indian island, imagi- 
natively named Santa Marta, small place few 
ousand inhabitants, mainly colored and Catholic, 
tuled British governor, owned mainly white 
and Anglican planters. 
His method draw large the social life the 


government officials, planters, visitors, and natives 
one sees Jamestown, where the General Head- 
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quarters and governor’s home are. The situation 
summed visiting newsman, Bradshaw the 
Baltimore Star, who writes: “Geographically sit 
extinct volcano, but socially, politically sit 
active, very live volcano. Everything the last 
analysis turns color. subject which everyone 
avoids, but the back every social and political 
issue.” good dozen characters are fully sketched 
illustrate the thesis. 

The main thread involved two: Maxwell Fleury, white 
scion old planter’s family; and David Boyeur, 
native Negro, intelligent, flashy, and ambitious head 
trade union. Fleury unstable man with feel- 
ing inferiority, traceable his being prevented 
the war from getting English and Oxford back- 
ground. resentful the blacks, jealous his 
lovely wife, and overanxious make name locally. 
Both and his rival, Boyeur, are elected the Legis- 
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lative Council. the campaign, personal hatred 
developed between them because Boyeur humiliated 


his rival public. 


his confusion, Fleury vents his hatred the wrong 
man when mistakenly suspects that Carson, bache- 
lor Englishman, has been carrying affair with 
his wife. attacks him alone night, and his 
fury accidentally kills him. leaves the scene un- 
observed. During the months following, his inferiority 
disappears and becomes very successful managing 
his estate, working the Council, and winning his 
wife’s admiration. But the police inspector gradually 
reasons out the truth the killing, and very subtly 
works Fleury get confession. Very slowly 
Fleury’s conscience goads him the point where 
realizes must eventually confess. contrives 
plan which will result his own death and ruin 
Boyeur. Carefully choosing his time, appears alone 
before meeting angry blacks, whom Boyeur lead- 
ing strike, and provokes them murderous fury 
insulting speech. the ensuing riot killed. 
Boyeur arrested and charged with incitement 
murder. But the attorney general and police inspector 
deduce that was really Fleury who did the inciting, 
and Boyeur freed before trial. Justice has stood firm, 
and the island relatively quiet the end. 


great deal could said about this novel because 
insinuates many political, social, and ethical views. 
adult reading, very ably done, but objectionable 
part for the extreme realism some the love 
scenes. The author’s—or perhaps his 
treatment love barnyard level. Politically, 
with many reservations and criticisms, comes around 
defense British rule and justice, leaving the door 
open for dominion status. Anyone recalling the bloody 
history colonialism and the final court appeal 
all foreign domination, the gunboat, will put large 
question mark after this view. his admiration for 
England the author often blinded the truth. For 
instance says, “In the British islands there 
color racial problem. The only colored people the 
average British sees are men distinction. Very often 
they marry English women.” That fiction very 
pure type. Catholic, too, will wonder about the 
ninety-percent-Catholic black population. The novel 
simply doesn’t show them, except background. 
fine, puts spotlight the governing clique, who 
are important and representative British rulers 
many parts the world; but who are badly shaken 
more important and more fundamental movements 
from native populations. Students the contemporary 
world will find worth the reading. 


Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 


Washington, 
Caldwell, Taylor Tender Victory 
McGraw-Hill. Jan. 1956. 422p. $3.95. 


Taylor Caldwell phenomenal novelist, perhaps 
more phenomenal than she novelist Tender 
Victory any indication her ability. Tender 


Waugh Caldwell Ceram 
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Victory she unleashes unending succession com- 
plex melodramatic and sentimental adventures con- 
gealed solely her bedevilled and beleaguered hero, 
Ostensibly she telling the story Johnny Fletcher, 
minister, whose courage and faith, despite the 
ings both God and man, revive the life Barryfield, 
mining town somwhere near Scranton. 

Saddled not only with the complacency and indiffer- 
ence his congregation, Johnny Fletcher further 
burdened with five children—European war victims— 
whom tries serve foster father. One wonders 
whether his observation the end the book, when 
says, “My cup runneth over,” ironical, for 
the most imposed-upon, the most noble, the most chari- 
table, and the most dehumanized hero grace recent 
novel. 

Johnny Fletcher has fight racism and subversion. 
has battle ill health which afflicts both himself and 
two his charges. has contend with smog 
condition that suddenly becomes fatally acute. 
even has his parsonage burned the ground 
Christmas Eve that! But despite 
some faltering moments, Johnny breasts all these trials 
with baffling optimism, apparently motivated his 
faith God. also proves resourceful person, the 
only man capable effecting rescue mine 
aster. Meanwhile, too, course, attends his 
parochial chores—comforting the sick, encouraging the 
weak, imparting some the old-time religion his 
apathetic parishioners. Meanwhile, too, wins the 
love woman who has not only beauty and brains 
but also wealth. course, eventually becomes 
accepted citizen Barryfield. 

Johnny has few friends—an incredible group—such 
as, Dr. Alfred McManus, homely though gruff 
opher; Father John Kanty Krupszyk, Catholic priest; 
and Chaim Chartow, Jewish rabbi. Johnny has many 
enemies—too many cite—but most them are won 
over his “sweetness and light” approach. Johnny 
has even few failings; occasionally questions 
rebels against the will God. after more 
than four pages this sentimental and spiritual drivel, 
one wishes Johnny didn’t live Barryfield any more. 


Providence Rhode Island 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 


Ceram, 
The Secret the Hittites: The Discovery 
Ancient Empire 
Translated from the German Richard and Clara Winston. 
Knopf. Jan. 281p. $5.00. 
Ceram has done again! The English-speaking world 
familiar, course, with his previous book—Gods, 
Graves and Scholars—in which depicted the 
rama archaeology, and communicated the 
the enthusiasm and the drama, well the science 
archaeology. this book, somewhat smaller 
canvas, does the same for the discovery the 
Hittite Empire, and the decipherment Hittite writing 
1871, standard encyclopedia, under the name 
“Hittites” stated, seven lines, that the Hittites 
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sort minor tribe. Today, know that the 
Hittite Empire dominated Anatolia for close thou- 
sand years; that the Hittites fought one the world’s 
great battles with the Egyptians Kadesh; that an- 
other Emperor once conquered Babylon the Mighty. 


The long and painful trail trod scholars achieving 
knowledge this lost empire partially demonstrated 
the bibliography the end this book. For, along 
the way, archaeology became science. could wish 
that this coming age were pointed more expli- 
citly. But there are horrible examples enough, the 
pioneers who blithely violated the basic techniques 
scientific archaeology. 


this book there are adventures enough, too. The 
illustrations method deciphering unknown 
tongue should fascinating the reader, fascinat- 
ing the record expeditions, sometimes carried out 
under incredible conditions. 


The Hittites were Indo-European-speaking people. 
They probably began their infiltration into Anatolia 
almost two thousand years B.C. Their Empire was 
broken about 1200 B.C., although their 
sisted individual city-states until about 700 B.C. 


Among the many important aspects this Empire— 
apart from mountains, battles, and the like—was the 
fact that was ruled perhaps the earliest constitu- 
tional monarchs history. was federal state, with 
legal code much milder than that the famous 
Hammurabi. fact, the author makes out good 
case for calling “progressive” state, for its time and 
place. 


Since want you read the book, shall not divulge 
all its secrets. shall simply add the fact that the 
illustrations are good, too. 


Robertson, Terence Night Raider the Atlantic 
Dutton. Jan. 1956. 256p. $4.00. 
written history Otto Kretschmer, the German 
submarine commander who sank more ships World 
War than any other man, and the exploits his 
ship, the U-99, this narrative, told English 
newspaper man, deserves place any historical col- 
lection books the War 1939-1945. does not 
concern itself with generalities, but describes detail, 
each Allied ship sunk, the operations car- 
tied Kretschmer, first captain small sub- 
marine that helped put ring steel around Great 
even while Chamberlain was talking Hitler 
Munich, and then commander “The Golden 
orseshoe,” the U-99, the most feared weapon the 
German Navy. 


Kretschmer changed the whole pattern U-boat war- 
fare attacking ships night the surface. Instead 
firing “fan” torpedoes periscope hoping that 
one would hit the target, surfaced and used one 
torpedo for one ship. slipped his sub between the 
warships acting screen for the convoys and had the 
merchantmen and tankers direct targets. these 
methods became the ace U-boat commanders, 
sinking more than 350,000 tons Allied shipping. 


Robertson MacLean 
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received the highest decorations Germany had offer 
and special march was composed his name, but 
refused publicly exploited, take desk job. 


wonder that received special interrogation from 
the British Admiralty when the U-99 was finally sunk 
and was captured. 


was head the prisoners the prison camp 
England and set Council Honor try the 
officers another submarine that had surrendered 
the British with the sub undamaged. The senior lieu- 
tenant this sub was shot and killed while trying 
escape sabotage the sub and justify himself. 


Kretschmer was removed Canada and, after one un- 
successful attempt escape, was told remain there 
was the source valuable espionage information 
Berlin through coded letters. 


Amusing tales prison life, well some about the 
prisoners who were sent work Canadian farms, 
lighten the serious side war and shows the Germans 
human. 


1946 Kretschmer was returned England, acquitted 
trial board—for had waged war under rigid 
code honor—and released. now resides Ger- 
many, highly respected hero. 


Perhaps his highest praise from the British officer 
who interrogated him when was first captured and 
who, admiral, writes the preface: “He was 
officer and gentleman. hoped might meet again 
one day more pleasant circumstances. shall 
very happy and when that day comes.” 


excellent historical sketch, suitable reading for all. 


MacLean, Alistair H.M.S. Ulysses 
Doubleday. Jan. 318p. $3.95. 


soul-stirring novel “The Murmansk Run” World 
War II, this story, Scottish teacher, formerly 
member the Royal Navy, tells graphic style the 
cruelty, the inhumanity and the uselessness war. 
Not alone from the enemy enocuntered, but from the 
elements and the men themselves did the greatest 
dangers come. Educated and well-born men, well 
the common seamen, broke under the pressure 
following orders issued from leaders safely housed 
London, unfamiliar with the icy gales the Arctic. 
Yet the greatest machine all, the human, rises the 
occasion time after time, until the end war destroys 
almost all the crew. 


This superb fiction, undoubtedly based personal 
experience, British cruiser and its crew during the 
last week their existence. Tired almost beyond 
human endurance from months battling the elements 
and the enemy, convoying ships the North Atlantic, 
the crew revolts Scapa Flow and somewhat sup- 
ported the Captain and officers the ship. in- 
vestigating official the Admiralty condemns all, but 
the ship ordered out meet another convoy from 
America. 


Weather forces other ships, with less tired crews, back 
port, but the Ulysses meets the convoy time. 
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Then the crew battles German U-boats and planes 
round the clock and, when these are not present, snow 
and sub-zero temperatures sap the little strength re- 
maining. The convoy dwindles from total ships 
down seven, yet the survivors head for Mur- 
mansk. 

trite phrase: Truly this was time try men’s 
souls. the words the author, “the synthetic 
national hatreds and the carefully cherished myth 
king and country—these are nothing and less than 
nothing when mankind stands the last frontier 
hope and endurance; for only the basic, simple human 
emotions, the positive ones love and grief and pity 
and distress, can carry man across that last frontier.” 


must for every veteran the North Atlantic; de- 
sirable all followers the sea; and exciting reading 


for all. 
John Cullen, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 
Hoagland, Edward Cat Man 


Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 12,1956. 310p. $3.95. 

first novel young immature author and, unless 
his idea realism changes, should the last. What 
could interesting novel based the author’s 
experience circus roustabout charge “the 
leopards, tigers and lions, entirely too realistic 
entertaining. Filled with vulgarity, obscenities and 
blasphemy, the book common and not fit reading 
for anyone. 


McDonald, Evelyn Ward The Turning Tide 
McKay. Jan. 1956. 327p. $3.75. 

The Turning Tide true indication the new 
year’s literary trend, our reading hours during the next 
twelve months should most stimulating and reward- 
ing. Evelyn McDonald’s saga shipbuilding town 
Maine, and three generations the Snowden family, 
solid and substantial novel seafaring men and 
their families who live constant fear the perils 
the deep. mature portrayal family love and 
conflicts, births and deaths, joy and sadness. 
Above all, sincere and wholesome, refreshing 
the salt air wafting above the salt-box houses along 
Cairn’s rocky shores. 


Rachel Winston was only sixteen when she left the 
peaceful farm country Owen Valley begin her 
married life with Silas Snowden, shipbuilder from 
Cairn. Having promised Rachel’s father never 
sea again, Silas struggled through lean years trying 
support this loving wife and the three sons she had 
brought into the world. And they were years fear 
for Rachel she gazed the headstones empty 
graves—mute testimony the men and boys who had 
put sea never return again. Then death did 
strike—just she had dreaded—while her husband 
was lost while sailing along the coast. And struck 
second time, when the Civil War took her son, 
Timothy. 


Hoagland McDonald Shulman 


But the years poverty were now long passed since 
Silas had set his family gorgeous mansion, and 
left successful shipbuilding enterprise his sons, 
Thomas and Jonathan. For Tom, marriage Abigail 
Merrick brought with happiness and bliss they 
sailed the seas with their daughters, Felicia and 
was life misery and torture brought Jon, 
however, because the scheming, conniving Rebecca 
Doittard had planned political career for her 
band. Once had turned the arms another for 
the love cherished but the thought his growing 
sons brought him his senses again. Several times 
tried find Cheerfulness Brewster who moved else- 
where kill the memory this man whom she loved. 


Then came the era steamships with Rachel, for all 
her simplicity and unpretentiousness, trying convince 
her sons that their future was found this new 
phase the industry. But they went ahead and built 
the most luxurious sailing ship afloat—a tragedy when 
disappeared its maiden voyage with Jonathan and 
his son, Barth. Felicia, who had planned marry 
Barth, sacrificed herself for her father’s sake 
ing sullen scoundrel, Dan Becker, who promised 
help her search for the missing Snowden’s Glory. 
was voyage torture for Felicia, who lost her child; 
was rewarded with peace and love when brought 
with Dan’s reformation. him Rachel turned and 
him she placed her trust carry the family enter- 
prise—with steamships. 


pleasure read book like The Turning Tide. 
And wonderful meet author whose back- 
ground and skill are capable fashioning such 
absorbing and heart-warming story. She knows how 
tell about simple, ordinary people, and she knows 
how keep them alive and human her world 


fiction. 
Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
Shulman, Irving Children the Dark 
Holt. Jan. 1956. 270p. $3.00. 


Mr. Shulman will remembered the author two 
previous novels juvenile crime, Cry Towgh and The 
Amboy Dukes, which the first was well-and-away 
the better. this novel, has shifted his locale from 
the slum and cheap tenement sections and the posh 
apartments and resorts his criminal characters 
ated to. The background this study teen-age 
amorality the “nice residential section” city, and 
the toughs and hoydens are the progeny 
middle-class parents. The city is, probably make 
symbolic Everytown, set the Mid-west, near the 
Mississippi River, “far enough from the Atlantic 
board eliminate the influence old family tradition, 
yet not far west that the city just overgrown 
town.” Barlow has population hundred 
sand, strategically located near all major rail lines 
and national highways, and has good big airport. The 
youngsters Mr. Shulman concerns himself about 
attending JJefferson High School one could call 


the majority them students. too much 
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January 15, 1956 Bernays 


time, too much money spend, too little supervision, 
they spend their energies and their hours running 
pack together, riding souped-up jalopies high speeds 
through the streets night, wolfing hamburgers the 
din overloud bop music from car radios, ardent 
necking and jealous sexual attachments. All this 
ignored tolerated their elders until one the 
least offensive loses his precarious emotional and mental 
balance and commits murder and, when discovered, 
fights off the police from his home with arsenal 
guns and ammunition. Supposedly, this melodramatic 
denouement brings the parents their collective senses 
and shocks the juvenile cast into return discipline. 


The novel is, are told, rewrite the script from 
which the motion picture, Rebel Without Cause, was 
made recently. The story opens with uninhibited 
brawl the home Fleming Obershaw, which the 
house left complete shambles. Steve Stark, new- 
comer Barlow and its high school makes friends with 
the studious Plato Crawford and one night shortly after- 
ward witness “chickenrun” cliff road above 
the city which two teen-age drivers race see who 
can come closest the bluff before stopping and jump- 
ing out his car. One fails jump and goes hurtling 
over the edge flaming death. 


The police fail break the conspiracy silence which 
“the kids” preserve about the “accident.” Steve gets 
into fight with some the others “burger joint” 
that might have proved murderous had not the police 
arrived time. Later, Judy Phillips with whom Steve 
love, agrees lure man from town deserted 
spot the Observatory Park where can beaten 
two waiting boys; but Steve breaks the game 
and takes her away. Plato discovers them the ter- 
race before the Observatory and outraged when they 
send him away. Left too much himself and desperate 
for affection and respect, violently resents woman, 
who seeking directions, calling him “boy” and kills 
her with zip gun had made for someone else. 


might have escaped detection had not suspected 
that Steve and Judy, visiting him, had called the police; 
when, instead, the patrolman was coming the door 
only question the ownership their illegally parked 
car. Plato shoots the patrolman and then holds the 
two, Judy and Steve, hostages. Steven and Judy 
manage escape and Steve actually talking Plato out 
the house when panicky policeman mistakes 
movement and kills Plato. 


The writing forthright and not overly morbid de- 
tail; the story moves with better average convic- 
tion. But the underlying amanlysis the causes so- 
called “juvenile delinquency” more than little too 
pat and sentimental. The cowardice some parents 
before their teen-age children, their selfish blindness 
any but their own interests, and their inability com- 
bine affection with discipline, command love with 
for authority, only part the problem. The 
silly and suicidal disposition society tolerate sexual 
Promiscuity and latent criminality mere high-spirited 
low-jinks and the freakish sentimentality humani- 
tarian sociologists collective contribution moral 
Mr. Shulman does not make the mistake 
condemning all juveniles delinquents; but those 


pictures are not grotesquely exaggerated, and their 
escapades this novel makes chilling reading for 


adults. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Bernays, Doris Fleischman 
Wife Many Women 
Crown. Jan. 1956. 209p. $3.00. 


Doris Fleischman Bernays right—A Wife Many 
Women; and this how she titles her observations 
woman’s role today’s world. But since every wife 
different, this book could cause considerable contro- 
versy feminine circles. This reviewer suspects that 
what started out serious comment feminine 
problems ended rambling, slightly humorous, 
often provocative autobiography. 


Mrs. Bernays and her husband are partners large 
public relations firm. They have brought two 
daughters who are now married. Most Mrs. Ber- 
nays’ remarks are devoted the frustrations 
modern wife caring for family and household. 


Her contention that the world’s most successful 
propaganda campaign equates woman with broom. 
“With the ‘magic Aye’ the marriage ceremony,” she 
says, woman assumes domestic omnipotence—most 
believe that woman synonymous with house- 
wife.’ 


chapter entitled “Lady the Balcony Just 
Housewife” she claims most women today are split 
individuals amateur homemakers and wage-earners. 
They feel guilty because they are expected too 
many things for which they haven’t time, training, 
skill. She accuses most women seeking outside work 
escape from the muddle housekeeping, and 
insists that men became more home-conscious, family 
life would more satisfactory. Men are also chided 
because, though they are traditional masters tech- 
nology, they have failed plan houses scientifically. 


Another the author’s complaints the little amount 
knowledge woman brings her role chief buyer, 
family nurse, parent-educator. 


One might say that the whole book appeal for 
better education for marriage. There will quarrel 
with this, but Mrs. Bernays seems pretty mixed 
about what kind marriage she favors. She criticizes 
those who would limit women-careers but continually 
harks back admiringly old-fashioned marriages when 
most women stayed home. 


Mrs. Bernays’ complaints about shopping difficulties are 
certainly justified and her revolutionary plan for 
futurama department store sounds worthy, work- 
able. Food shopping, she concludes, should dele- 
gated men, more their province select 
and haul groceries. 

There are many reminiscences about her own child- 
hood, also musings various schools thought 
parent-child relationships. 

spite her insistence that she average woman, 
obvious that Mrs. Bernays’ observations are neither 
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average nor representative. She has always had serv- 
ants run her home. She hates housework and 
admits little knowledge it. this book she sells 
her sex short. Though many roles are demanded 
women, most pretty good job meeting these 
demands and, contrary Mrs. Bernays’ statements, 
many husbands are home-conscious and helpful and 
show understanding wife’s job. 


The author’s dilemma presented emotional and 
rambling style, sometimes clever, often stimulating. 
Her confusion can perhaps excused insomuch she 
seems lack understanding Divine plan for 
women—a predicament hope that not too widely 


shared. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 
McMeekin, Clark The October Fox 


Putnam. Jan. 13, 1956. 310p. $3.75. 


his prosperous estate Clover the Bluegrass 
country, Big Judge Payton Thornberry rules large 
clan feudal splendor. moves along with auto- 
cratic serenity until 1889, the opening the novel, 
when several members the family begin develop 
individualities and make decisions The 
novel essentially study the consequently declin- 
ing dominance Big Judge and the psychological ma- 
turing his subjects. Symbolizing this theme growth 
into freedom the legend which provides the title and 
intermittent, vague Faulknerism concomitant 
the plot: the story incredibly huge fox that 
roams the Ridge defiance defeat capture. 


The cast numerous, but many the members have 
already sacrificed their personal prerogatives Big 
Judge’s possessiveness and they, therefore, provide little 
more than background the central complications. 
Among these nonentities are Sis-Frank, old maid sister 
Big Judge’s long-deceased wife; Cliffy, colorless 
son married Joy, and step-father Zulie; and Pate, 
the orphaned son the first-born Thornberry whom 
Joy wants her son-in-law against Zulie’s preference 
Ben Williams, drugstore clerk. 


Affairs begin awry when daughter Fancy brings 
her college friend May Purchase Clover for dance. 
Brothers Brock and Rome promptly compete for the 
beautiful but shallow visitor, with the advantage even- 
tually going Rome. their wedding day, however, 
May inexplicably deserts Rome and elopes Paris 
with Brock. 


The years that follow bring Fancy’s marriage Rip, 
union made unhappy her concessions Big 
Judge’s tyranny; vicissitudes the Spanish-American 
War; the attempted compulsion Zulie accept 
Pate; Rip’s death; and Brock’s return with his daughter 
Priny when May deserts them for stage career. Mean- 
time Rome loses his sorrow farm-work, rejecting 
even the temptation attractive neighbor, Killian, 
after the death her invalid husband. 


May again disrupts Clover, however, surprise visit 
during theatrical tour. Initially she makes bold 
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play for Rome and almost provokes family feud 
result. When Rome rejects her, she finally accepts 
lukewarm reconciliation with Brock and leaves with 
him for return her histrionic mediocrity. 


Though the story leaves loose ends—Zulie, Pate, Ben, 
Fancy—they are not unsettled viewed examples 
submergence Big Judge’s selfish obsession. That 
old autocrat survives the last page, where the 
course thunderstorm brings Rome the news 
that plans will Clover him; and reluctantly 
Rome accedes the old man’s argument. One won- 
ders his acceptance Rome has achieved the free- 
dom The Tod fully thinks. 


The weaknesses the novel lie chiefly the shifting, 
tripartite emphasis Rome, Brock, and Big Judge; 
lack convincing depth and motivation the major 
characters; and occasionally saltatory narration. Yet 
interest survives with surprising hardihood reason 
the considerable variety incident and skillful use 
subplots retard suspensefully the progress the 
Rome-May-Brock affair. The style technically com- 
petent but rhetorically casual. Though never explored 
with physical detail, some the love-making 
gards marital bonds and suggests adult readers for the 


book. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Bernstein, Morey The Search for Bridey Murphy 
Doubleday. Jan. 1956. 256p. $3.75. 


The author this book young Colorado business 
man who decided study hypnotism avocation. 
studied the various hypnotic theories and techniques 
and then began use hypnotism therapy. cured 
young boy who stuttered and woman who had 
hysterical paralysis her right arm. then began 
experiment with age regression. searched for 
subject who was capable somnambulistic trance— 
that is, complete amnesia during trance. Finally, 
discovered acquaintance, Ruth Simmons, who had 
the necessary requirements. was able take Ruth 
Simmons hypnotically back age regression until 
the age one. Then the night November 29, 
1952, Bernstein attempted have Ruth Simmons re- 
call memories before her birth. She spoke, the 
trance, that she was Bridey Murphy who had been 
born Cork, Ireland, 1798. She spoke that her 
father was barrister and that eventually she married 
man named Brian MacCarthy. She spoke that when 
she died she did not purgatory, but stayed 
spirit her husband’s house, then later her 
house, and then, later she was baby born America. 
Bernstein’s subject was not able relate the details 
this alleged rebirth process: “It just seems like 
just and you just don’t remember and... 
you remember most things and all sud- 
den remember just being baby again.” 


Subsequent sessions (all recorded tape), with Ruth 
Simmons the presence witnesses, found the Bridey 
Murphy statements repeated and many details added. 
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Bernstein now began check these details; for ex- 
ample, Baylings Crossing had been mentioned the 
hypnotic subject; yet Baylings Crossing was not found 
any map. Two acquaintances, however, confirmed 
the existence such place. number the other 
remarks were confirmed, but most the data could 
not established because records “the-Bridey- 
Murphy-period” are extremely rare. 


From his age regression experiment Bernstein allows 
anonymous scientific authority give the summation: 
still know far too little about the mind con- 
clude safely that the Bridey Murphy case proves the 
reincarnation principle. About all can say—and per- 
haps all you should say—it that interesting 
piece evidence and might point the way further 
exploration.” 


certain that the Bridey Murphy passages this 
book are very interesting; however, they comprise only 
asection the volume, and most Bernstein’s digres- 
sions into telepathy, clairvoyance, the work Edgar 
Cayce, and forth, are rather dull and sleep-inducing; 
thus the book very uneven, and Bernstein’s vapid 
prose does not particularly titillate the reader. 


The Catholic reader knows that his church permits the 
use hypnotism for grave causes and that hypnotism 
has been used successfully physicians curing cer- 
tain nervous diseases. The Church always careful 
point out, however, that hypnotism attended with 
many moral and physical dangers. Bernstein, 
himself admits, came from anti-religious background: 
“Religion and immortality are-fables.” Now, however, 
considers himself religious because believes 
reincarnation. For him religion means the immortality 
the soul and nothing else. Catholic moralists insist 
that the hypnotist scientifically able and morally 
trustworthy. Bernstein, self-admitted amateur 
hypnosis with original antipathy toward and pres- 
ent misunderstanding religions would hardly seem 
fit the necessary qualifications set the Roman 
Congregation. beastly annoying have passages 
Christ the New Testament and even Ben Frank- 
lin’s epitaph quoted prove belief reincarnation 
and nothing more. While Bernstein wise enough 
avoid asserting definite conclusion, obvious what 
his sympathies and beliefs are; hence, this book could 
potentially dangerous except for the most discrimi- 


nating adults. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Hyams, Edward The Slaughterhouse Informer 
Lippincott. Jan. 1956. 256p. $3.50. 

The Slaughterhouse Informer contains admixture 
the best and the worst that can found Punch. 
satire, times sharp freshly honed guillo- 
tine and others dull and flat yesterday’s oat- 
meal. There are delightful touches the incongru- 
ous blended with soporific boredom. For the reader 
who can appreciate the humor our British brethren, 
however, Edward Hyams’ novel provides happy read- 
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ing experience. Where brilliant, reaches almost 
the level the Evelyn Waugh Put Out More 
Flags, lampoon that caused many fascist choke 
his pasta. 


First all, the book looks and sounds like who- 
done-it, and takes the reader thirty more pages 
discover that that not the intention all. The 
Slawghterhouse Informer really trade paper for 
abattoir workers, butchers, meat-trade people, limp 
and lifeless blotch the nose journalism. Things 
begin get complicated when cloak and dagger 
outfit uses for advertisements which when decoded, 
reveal top-secret information sinister powers. 
boost circulation and make financial killing, gro- 
tesque, flabby invert revered the aesthetic circles 
Ashersham market, sponsors give-away program 
which the give-away takes the somewhat abundant 
shape Myrna Figg, farmer’s daughter. 


Ted Cartwright, the editor and owner finds himself 
bamboozled into the deal which makes him wealthy 
citizen, and provides the means indulge his love for 
the “love” rather literal, his 
only affair heart with his plane. fact, be- 
comes Air Minister for the Emir Za’ud, old time 
flying companion whom had known during the war 
“Inky.” “Inky” finally adds Myrna his harem 
writing the best love-letter and having the most 
money. 


The Slaughterhouse Informer runs ar- 
ticles electric eels new weapon war; 
Rape, phenomenal vegetable simply ravaging the 
horticultural world; the current popularity for evan- 
gelism. All serve foils for the author’s satire 
security measures, conservatism, litterateurs, the Eng- 
lish and the Americans, advertising, and just about 
everything the Kultur und Zeitgeist our times. 


Excellent for those adults who like this sort thing. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Cost, March The Unknown Angel 
Lippincott. Jan. 11, 1956. 280p. $3.50. 


There were two reasons why Philip Riberac, French 
archeologist, came London during the Jubilee Year 
1935: search for the hand medieval statue 
known the Vaucluse Angel that had been lost for 
long time, and find Andra Hood, English 
woman whom had once loved but who had left 
him some ten years before. The story opens with his 
arrival this city p.m. Friday, June 28. 
ends happily the Monday following p.m., for 
that time had discovered the missing part the 
statue, and had not only located Andra but persuaded 
her marry him. 


The author divides this week-end into twenty-eight 
periods time and tells what Philip Andra were 
doing those particular moments. But almost every 
incident serves reminder something that had 
gone before, as, for example, when and where the two 
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met for the first time, how they lived together man 
and wife over period four years though not mar- 
ried, why this unlawful union ended, and the effects 
the long separation upon both them. 


Andra easily the central figure the novel. 
have detailed account her varied career 
artist’s model, machinist, housekeeper, the com- 
panion wealthy lady, and charwoman 
London’s famous Victoria and Albert Musuem. But 
even more important get insight into her char- 
acter after she had left Philip with the intention 
never seeing him again. her sorrow and disappoint- 
ment she turns God for help. Prayer becomes 
integral part her daily life, and she learns the secret 
comforting others their trials. 


March Cost’s habit suddenly switching from the 
present the past and back again the present proves 
somewhat annoying and slightly confusing times, 
and likewise slows down the action. But this should 
not deter adult readers. They will amply com- 
pensated her polished and urbane style, her in- 
teresting account working conditions England be- 
tween the first and second World War; and, finally, 
her penetrating study how personal tragedy can 
transform and elevate soul, well the illusions 
and snares that people often meet with who are striving 
live close union with God. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
University Santa Maria, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


van Water, Frederic Wings the Morning 
Washburn. Jan. 1956. 335p. $3.95. 

Wings the Morning historical novel that tells 
the travail that marked the birth the Green 
Mountain State. Eastern Vermont, the years 1774- 
1777, had particularly hard time achieve exist- 
ence independent the rival claims New York, 
Massachusetts and New Hampshire. During these 
troublous times, Job Aldrich comes Dremmerston 
take over the “pitch” one hundred acres left 
him his deceased brother. Job peaceful, God- 
fearing man who intends mind his own business, 
leave politics others and work his own land. 
has learn that “all men must fight, need, for what 
they cherish most.” Learn does; but the hard 
way after two unjust imprisonments, much unfounded 
suspicion and deep soul-searching, which dis- 
covers that his particular brand meekness not the 
kind that inherits the earth wins the hand fair 
lady. the end the tale, finds himself covering 
the retreat the Continentals after Burgoyne’s capture 
Ticondezoga and taking firm possession the woman 
truly loves. 


The above synopsis does scant justice Mr. van 
Water’s skill writer. Not only does give 
history that vibrant, but makes feel that are 
living and taking sides with his characters. does 
not tell about what happening, rather lets 
see happen the way his characters act and speak. 
The wry humor and the irony the tale are delicious. 


Best SELLERs 


The action never tapers off and suspense maintained 
the very end. hope many will buy and more will 
read Wings the Morning. should delight 


all. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Barnes, Margaret Campbell 
Mary Carisbrooke 
Macrae-Smith. Jan. 1956. 318p. $3.50. 


This small-scale historical novel the last two 
years Charles England. its opening Charles 
has escaped from the careless custody his Puritan 
captors. Along with few courtiers, takes refuge 
the Isle Wight, relying upon the supposed loyalty 
Col. Hammond, the new Parliamentarian governor, 
Very quickly the persons and around Carisbrooke 
Castle become discernible Royalists, Round Heads 
and neutrals. The Mary the title, daughter the 
sergeant the castle’s militia and niece its 
keeper, becomes assistant laundress the King and 
cardinal figure the conspiracy free him. Leader 
the violently anti-Caroline forces locally Ralph, 
captain the militia and rebellious subordinate the 
neutral Governor. 
the guard for Charles gradually increases size 
and tautness, several attempts escape are made. 
These are engineered Harry Fivebrace and Richard 
Osborne, handsome young servitors the King. 
Ultimately, the power the Army dominates the 
Parliament, Charles removed from Wight and made 
absolute prisoner. News his trial and execution 
brought back the friendly islanders from London. 
During the historical foreground events, 
fallen love with Firebrace who turns out mar- 
ried. But Osborne later declares his love for her, and 
after the death Charles, Richard and Mary are mar- 
ried. They make their way Holland enter the 
service Charles and the novel ends forecast 
the Restoration. 
The book appears have resulted from 
attempt recreate small segment the embroiled 
times the Puritan Revolution. The historical figures 
are presented fairly and the round. The manner 
presentation unpretentious; while does not assume 
the grand scale, makes for understandable king, 
followers and enemies within the small geographical 
and chronological compass attempted. 
The book suitable for all adults. Because the 
emphasis the interest several the men Mary, 
and her girlish reactions, longings and hopes, while 
these elements not offend good taste, probably the 
book should not recommended adolescents. 

Doris Maguire, 

Silver Spring, Maryland 


Dunn, Joan Retreat from Learning 
McKay. Oct. 21, 1955. 224p. $3.00. 

Another the many current attacks upon modern 
public American Education summary the 
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periences and reflections young New Yorker who 
gave teaching after four unhappy and unsuccessful 
years substitute teacher New York City high 
school. Sub-titling her book, “Why Teachers Can’t 
Teach—A Case History,” Joan Dunn does not present 
any analysis the principles learning but bases her 
judgments almost exclusively her own interpreta- 
tions her experiences. After her education paro- 
chial and public schools New York, she went the 
College Mount St. Vincent and then into teaching. 
Her preparation was limited the usual undergradu- 
ate courses and some experience practice teacher 
girls’ high school. teacher English and 
Speech large coeducational school poorer sec- 
tion New York City, she was immediately plagued 
and ultimately defeated all the usual problems 
insecure but opinionated beginner particularly 
dificult situation. The young teacher had expected 
school world like the one she had known and, unhap- 
pily, was not home with either her colleagues her 
pupils. She could neither sympathize with most the 
former nor understand the latter. 


The brief introduction sketchy and one-sided, 
well inaccurate, interpretation progressive educa- 
tion. few incomplete and generally inapposite quo- 
tations from John Dewey are given the essence 
whole school thought. Three the six chapters 
describe journalistic style the depressing atmosphere 
particular school, managed incompetents taught 
largely time-servers, and peopled youngsters who 
were poorly prepared and devoid the ability and 
will educated. 


Although the writer professes great devotion for scholar- 
ship and traditional learning, the book singularly 
poor style and weak argument. Paragraphs 
poor construction and frequent shifts grammatical 
persons irritate. single paragraph, for instance, the 
teacher may referred “he,” “she,” “you,” and 
Judgments are invariably presented with the 
utmost assurance; they are black white. Thus, she 
concluded (p. 26) that some teachers could not 
working hard because they “did not have the worked- 
over look the teacher who tries everything 
him.” Clear distinctions not appear; 
there confusion between “curriculum” and “course 
studies” (p. 61); the term “board” used indiscrimi- 
nately refer the Board Education, the board 
examiners, the administrative group, and the offices 
the superintendents (p. 37). 


kind journalistic approach evident frequent 
attempts striking humorous expressions and would- 

aphorisms, such as, “One the first things you 
learn that the board, which employs you and pre- 
sumably has your best interests heart, usualy bored 
with you” (p. 37); “Education has changed from 
Privilege right and from right abuse” (p. 
169); and “Good teachers, like heroes, are born and 
not made” (p. 151). The writer disdains the history 
education and background studies while she says she 
traditional education. her “Teaching 
always meant one thing—the transfer knowledge 
from you and through you others who lack it” (p. 
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ity and swift punishment; “Discipline, found, only 
secured imposition will, and you either have 
the ability this you have not” (p. 150). 


This little book proves nothing but reveals much. 
may some minor interest those who are con- 
cerned with training teachers; and could help begin- 
ning teachers avoid some the mistakes judg- 
ment and errors practice which are disclosed. 


John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 


Malm, Dorothea Claire 
Putnam. Jan. 13,1956. 312p. $3.75. 
The air gentility which pervades the opening chap- 
ters Claire might lead the reader believe that the 
author another Jane Austen; but, before the story 
ends, the reader must conclude that Miss Malm 
poor imitation Kathleen Windsor. 


The story opens 1836, covers events eleven years 
the life Claire Fleury who left her native France 
the age sixteen act governess the children 
Lady Desmond Linnet Hall, the ancestral home 
the Wichinhoods, near London. Claire falls secretly 
love with Charles Wichinhood, the wealthy brother 
Lady Desmond. Each night she confesses her love 
diary which she conceals her bedroom. Alfred 
Wichinhood, Charles’ younger brother, falls love 
with Claire and discovered harmless rendezvous 
with her the indignant Charles. Claire dismissed 
without letters recommendation. her hasty de- 
parture for London she forgets her diary. 


London, Claire robbed her purse which con- 
tained her life’s savings. Unable procure work 
governess, she evicted from her lodgings and finally 
reduced prostitution. After living for nearly year 
sinful squalor, Claire meets Spanish gentleman 
who proposes marriage; she refuses his offer, but 
establishes her comfortable apartment and gives 
her large sum money; then leaves her marry 
another woman. Claire forges credentials and re-estab- 
lishes herself governess, posing young widow, 
Mme. Varre. Eight years later, while acting com- 
panion motherless girl, Alice Osborne, Mme. Varre 
invited spend fortnight Linnet Hall. 


Charles, the interval, has found and read Claire’s 
diary and has fallen love with the beautiful char- 
acter reveals. proposes Claire and they are 
married. But during the wedding trip Paris, Claire 
decides that she does not love Charles and gives her 
satisfaction know that she position torture 
the man who caused her downfall. When she returns 
Lady Wichinhood Linnet Hall, the bridegroom 
relegated sleep cot her dressing room. 


Despite its excellent historical background and its lack 
obscenity, this foolish story has nothing recom- 
mend readers any age. Only reviewer’s obli- 
gation “read through” persuaded persevere 
through the boredom the last two chapters. 


Leonre Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 
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Bradbury, Ray The October Country 
Ballantine Books. Nov. 306p. $3.50. 


This collection exercises the macabre and the 
horrendous, fiction nightmare imaginings the 
Kafkaesque manner. There ghoulish grue all but 
the last these nineteen short stories. writer 
science-fiction, Mr. Bradbury has served his apprentice- 
ship the manipulation the bizarre, and these tales 
are calculated raise goose bumps your flesh, 
send chills shivering down your spine; and one two 
might make you wonder you are losing grip your 
wits. carnival dwarf who finds secret pleasure 
the mirror-room fun house, because the mirrors 
bestow him height and proportion which does 
not own, driven mad mistake the gift 
mirror intended give him confidence himself; 
woman tourist, obsessed with fear being buried 
“the next line” the grotesque catacombs small 
Mexican village, ends where she feared she would; 
concerned with his bone 
structure ends completely boneless; infant 
few months suspected murdering his parents. 
others, man involved accident becomes aware 
that there are certain faces and figures which appear 
the first crowd muster about every accident 
certain area and eventually becomes one them; 
farmer realizes that the grain scything 
cal the lives those who are dying; old woman 
who refuses die reclaims her body from the em- 
balmer; lonely spinster dreams finding love the 
flooded cisterns the city streets and runs out into 
rainstorm realize her dream; mysterious lodger 
proves have insides like human ever had; wind 
pursues man his death. These and others follow 
each other grand-guignol mood. 


you have taste for occasional toadstool truffle 
dug from the dank floor dark wood and are strong 
minded enough shake off the toxic depression such 
moribund morsels may induce, then you may fancy 
these tales from The October Country “where 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Andersonville (IIb) Kantor Nov. 
Marjorie Morningstar (Ila) Wouk Sept. 
Cash McCall (IIa) Hawley Nov. 
Auntie Mame Dennis 
Ten North Frederick O’Hara Dec. 
The Tontine (Ila) Costain 
Man the Gray Flannel Suit Aug. 
Episode Sparrows (I) Godden Dec. 
The Smiling Rebel (1) Kane Nov. 
Boon Island (Ila) Robert Jan. 
NON-FICTION 
Gift from the Sea (Ila) 
Inside Africa (1) Gunther Oct. 15, 
Power Positive Thinking (IIa) Peale Aug. 15, 
New Yorker Album,1950-1955 Nov. 
The Edge the Sea (1) Carson Nov. 15, 


Best 


always turning late the year where the hills are 
fog and the rivers are mist; where noons quickly, 
dusks and twilights linger, and midnights stay.” 
Bradbury can make some his chimerical situations 
uncomfortably convincing. Joe Mugnaini contributes 
some excellently atmospheric line drawings 
trations. 


Clark, Grace Grosvenor 
The Best Cookery the Middle West 
Doubleday. Jan. 1956. 355p. $3.75. 


For anyone who has not several cookbooks the 
kitchen shelf, this new collection recipes from hither- 
and-yonder the Middle West will serve supple- 
ment and, small sense, counteract the insidi- 
ous goshawfulnesses experiment and improvisation 
successive issues the “ladies’ magazine.” Because 
the Middle West these United States meeting 
ground for some the best culinary traditions 
Europe—French, Bohemian, German, Scandinavian, 
Italian, Polish, Hungarian—the recipes are all familiar 
and sane, with the exception the names attached 
some them, e.g., Mumsy’s Goulash, which turns 
out nothing coy and simpering the title might 
suggest. Forget the names and try the formulae. Mrs. 
Clark sensibly adds some “Helps for the Kitchen- 
Minded” which include definitions terms used 
cooking, tables weights and measures, formulae for 
substitutes, and equivalents cups pound 
several staple items. The index also thorough and 
well arranged. But the binding will need some oil- 
cloth similar covering survive much 
handling. 


Marshall, Peter 
The Heart Peter Marshall’s Faith 
Fleming Revell. Jan. 16, 1956. 46p. $1.00. 


This slim volume contains two the sermons originally 
published Mr. Jones, Meet the Master; “The Grave 
the Garden” which thoroughly orthodox 
cation the Resurrection Christ guarantee the 
Christians’ belief the resurrection all the dead; 
the other plea for purity and sanctity woman- 
kind, “The Keepers the Springs.” is, its 
way, model sermon printed though were sort 
prose poem, although the arrangement long and 
short lines much more calculated indicate the 
phrasing spoken. Neither contains all the truth 
Christianity; but each contains fundamental truth— 
the first, indeed, the fundamental truth, for, Saint 
Paul has said, “if Christ not risen again, then our 
preaching vain, and your faith also vain” 
15, 14). 


Fontaine, Robert Hello Springtime 
Crowell. Jan. 1956. 246p. $3.00. 

Robert Fontaine, who struck rich with his earlier 
book, The Happy Time, mining his memories again, 
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and has dug recollections that begin with the author 
three-year-old the train Ottawa, Canada, for- 
saking the United States because his violinist father had 
succeeded landing job pit orchestra leader 
theater across the border; and end with the family re- 
turning the United States when the author has com- 
pleted his high schooling and ready for college. 
between, Canada, Mr. Fontaine recalls his father’s 
worries about increasing baldness, (how would look 
for leader present always bald spot, often spot- 
lighted, theater audience?); his discovery that his 
father filled the dull summers,when the variety 
house was closed, playing burlesque theater; 
irrelevant adventure with “prophet” who predicted 
the end the world and another with exhibitionist 
housemaid; period petty thievery; minor brushes 
with baseball and choir-singing; reminiscences Satur- 
day afternoons the vaudeville theater where his 
father played. Scattered through these inconsequen- 
tialities are grains humor and some gravel witless 
philosophizing. Mr. Fontaine match all for 
his Uncle Felix, and should told once, lest 
further reminiscing. is, least this re- 
viewer, rather brattish little bore. However, some 
will doubtless find him funny and even little pathetic. 


Barnhart, Clarence (Editor) 
Thorndike-Barnhart Concise Dictionary 
Doubleday. Jan. 1956. 544p. $2.00. 
sort intermediate dictionary, much more complete 
than the so-called “pocket dictionary” and less than 
the “desk dictionary,” this “concise dictionary” 
comprising 70,000 word entries which, following the 
practice established with the American College Dic- 
tionary, (of which Barnhart was also principal 
editor), includes names important people and places 
the one main alphabetical listing. addition the 
525 pages definitions—brief and pertinent; but with- 
out exemplification etymological notes—there are 
included “Handy Guide Writing English” (capi- 
talization, writing numbers, punctuation), chapter 
“Letter Writing: Business and Personal,” with 
listing special forms address; “Handy Guide 
Editing and Proofreading”; key common spellings 
English, the abbreviations used, and pronunci- 
ation. The end papers are used repeat the pro- 
nunciation key both fore and aft; and give forward 
“Table Weights and Measures” and the back 
short table “Signs and Symbols.” 


Besides being handy and dependable guide spell- 
Ing, pronunciation and definition, this well printed 
and bound book well worth the modest price, which 
should put within the means every student who 
cannot afford the larger (and more valuable) desk 
standard dictionary. 


James Newman (Editor) What Science? 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 30, 1955. 493p. $4.95. 


Although one writes synthetic essay exactly an- 
swering the question which the title this book, 
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great deal about the philosophy science, and still 
more about the fields and recent developments in- 
dividual sciences can gained assidous reading. 


Certainly not primer, (although several essayists be- 
gin with simplified statement the basic principles 
their sciences), the audience for this book should 
those intelligent people who want catch the 
latest science. Academic folk could find way 
rearrange their ideas about subjects not their own, 
subjects they may have studied many years before. 


very valuable addition the annotated bibliography 
device which is, opinion, one the most 
useful helps struggling students all ages. 


Bertrand Russell opens the book with thought-provok- 
ing essay, particularly when deals with the social 
duty scientists over against the ideal the search 
for pure truth. There follow essays on: Mathematics 
and Logic, Astronomy and Cosmology, Physics, Chem- 
istry, Biochemistry, Biology, Evolution and Genetics, 
Psychology, Anthropology, Psychoanalysis, Science 
Foresight. 


would invidious, such short review, single 
out individual essays, particularly your reviewer 
definitely slanted his interests the reader. 
The careful reader will able take care the 
small occasions when principles opposed Catholic 
philosophy are involved. Thus, two instances, the 
usefulness contraceptives presupposed. 


More valuable would be, one could check. off 
stimulating passages, and have friend with whom one 
could discuss their implications. Thus, Allee (Biology) 
has much say about co-operation, rather than com- 
petition, being the primary law biology. also has 
some ideas about the relationships science and reli- 
gion which are not expressed Catholic writer would 
express them, but think they are all the more valuable 
for the stimulation discussion. 


Science has done great things, and has wrought such 
changes human life that every thinking man should 
have clear idea possible its nature and 
potentialities. Reading this book will help. 


Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Battistini, Lawrence 


The United States and Asia 
Praeger. Jan. 1956. 370p. $5.00. 


Asian affairs concern the United States more now than 
the past. Yet present American interest did not 
emerge machina, but rather stage the evolu- 
tion Far Eastern international relations which has 
been marked for some time Russo-Japanese struggle 
for hegemony China’s expense. Western imperial- 
ism, while great importance, has been somewhat sub- 
ordinate this struggle. ironic that the United 
States, after having defeated Japan the cruellest 
modern wars, war fought maintain the integrity 
China, should now filling the vacuum left Japan’s 
defeat 1945. fully appreciate our new role the 
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average American needs greater knowledge the 
principal events diplomatic history and contemporary 
world politics. 


This need Professor Battistini Brown University has 
sought supply. The United States and Asia has been 
written for the general reader and for the student seek- 
ing introductory approach the situation. Its time 
span largely from 1898 the present, although the 
first chapter goes further back, and about one-third 
the book devoted the contemporary (i.e., post 
World War II) era. The emphasis upon factual 
presentation the basic events and American policies. 
general, the author has followed “unit” rather 
than strictly chronological approach; that is, Ameri- 
can relations with single country related group 
countries given time are treated unit. The 
technique has been well employed and there little 
overlapping. this book Professor Battistini has 
selected only the major developments and has mini- 
mized details. Regarding the contemporary period his 
selection adequate for much other writing has cov- 
ered the same ground. But the events the 1920’s 
and the 1930’s could have been developed more 
detail since those years have become hazy our 
minds. Especially regretable Battistini’s sketchy treat- 
ment the naval disarmament conferences, under- 
standing which should help better appreciate to- 
day’s atomic frustrations. 


More important, perhaps, than the question em- 
phasis are the author’s occasional inaccuracies regarding 
events. Two examples may mentioned here. For 
instance, page 289 refers Secretary State 
Marshall (instead Byrnes) resuming friendly rela- 
tions with Thailand 1945. page 318 identifies 
the Philippine government’s success against the Huk 
rebels with Ramon Magsaysay’s accession the Presi- 
dency. This occurred late December, 1953. Actu- 
ally, Magsaysay had routed the Huks during his service 
from September, 1950 February, 1953 Minister 
Defense under President Quirino. Errors like this should 
have been caught editorial review for they much 
diminish the over-all value otherwise fine book. 


Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Esbjornson, Robert 
Christian Politics: Luther Youngdahl 
Denison. Dec. 10, 1955. 384p. $3.50. 


Christian Politics neither biography nor 
political history; but rather analysis Christianity 
Lutheran, during his public career. Thesis and con- 
clusion can briefly summarized: “Youngdahl’s career 
revealing study the problems that arise when 
certain convictions Christianity are taken seriously” 
(p. 15) “Because was determined demonstrate 
the political implications his religious heritage, 
Youngdahl’s conviction shaped the destiny whole 
state. His rise power meant that his church in- 
directly played important part Minnesota politics. 
being instrumental shaping the convictions 
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governor, his church was influential framing public 
policy Minnesota” (p. 306). 


biography Youngdahl would have been better, 
social history his career, rather than thesis such 
this. For Youngdahl news: Governor Minnesota 
his programs law enforcement, mental health and 
youth conservation were pioneering long before public 
handed down decision favor Owen Lattimore 
that was controversial enough hold the headlines 
for weeks. 


This thesis seems oversimplification which com- 
pletely ignores the fact that many, many men, from 
Thomas More Alfred Smith and beyond followed 
Christ’s teachings and still served their fellow men 
through statecraft. book little better than 
scratch-the-surface treatment complex problem. 
The style even suggests term paper. However, the 
book will certainly harm one; least all 
dahl. matter fact, could help him immensely 
being distributed the Republican National Con- 
vention should delegates become interested “dark 
horse.” 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Chase, Mary Ellen 
Life and Language the Old Testament 
Norton. Nov. 1955. $3.00. 


This book sequel The Bible and the Common 
Reader (1952). “makes claim profound learn- 
ing, but rather the result many years reading 
and study; and also, like the first, intended neither 
for scholars nor theologians, but instead for the com- 
mon, general reader” 9). There are three 
tions: The Ancient Hebrew Mind, Imagination the 
Old Testament, and Language the Old Testament. 
The author bring out the spirit the great 
Hebrew prophets and chroniclers, their psychology and 
world outlook. Essentially the book essay 
literary criticism, impressionistic and personal, with 
emphasis the aesthetic qualities Old Testament 
writing. such, first rate. Particularly fine are 
the comparison the Hebrews and Greeks story 
tellers, and the treatment Hebrew imagination. The 
author, professor literature Smith College, 
not Catholic. For many years she has taught the 
Bible literature and communicates her enthusiasm 
for Bible reading very well. This the most valuable 
service her work. 


Catholic, however, cannot approach the Bible 
this spirit alone. may, indeed, love Sacred Scrip- 
ture for its beauty, but must realize far more keenly 
that reading God’s eternal word, which indeed 
was born history and the mind great race, but 
which transcends time and speaks directly all men 
all times. the great school the spirit, training 
men virtue. The author neglects and even dis 


parages this. “We cannot free ourselves the 


fortable notion that shall conceivably become 
Indeed 


better from knowledge it” (p. 80). 
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Catholic should not when recalls that great saints 
have read the Bible their knees. One often hears 
that Protestants know the Bible better than Catholics, 
but know merely series great stories and 
poems surely defective kind understanding. 
precisely, therefore, the general reader that the 
book cannot recommended. Canon Law expressly 
forbids for general consumption commentaries and 
translations Holy Scripture non-Catholics (the 
King James version freely quoted). However, the 
book may recommended those any way en- 
gaged the serious study Scripture. There noth- 
ing offensively anti-Catholic it, and its statements 
are sufficiently broad and temperate escape being 
plainly erroneous. close more positive note, 
might recommend for the common Catholic reader 
the excellent popular books Dom Hubert Van Zeller, 
for example, his newly published Isaias, espe- 
cially appropriate. 

Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Sullivan, Katharine Girls Parole 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 243p. $3.00. 

This story about women paroled from the penal 
institutions Massachusetts, told byMiss Sullivan, 
member the Parole Board said commonwealth. 


There little the book which the student crimi- 
nology does not already know. Since the book was 
written for the general reading public this not un- 
usual. 


The author has tried present picture how women 
get into legal difficulties which land them reforma- 
tories prisons and the function the parole board. 
While she attempts give variety offenders and 
offenses, the net result rather superficial. There 
not too much given the methods the parole board 
and parole officers, except say that they are under 
constant pressure work. source understand- 
ing how parole and parole officers function, there 
much desired. 


This work consists mostly discussions cases 
prisoners who have committed such offenses drink- 
ing, unwed motherhood, homosexuality, confidence 
games, etc. There are number case histories pre- 
sented which help the reader understand the multi- 
the book has value. 

John Baldi, 

Chairman, Department Social 

Sciences 
University Scranton 


Wedgwood, The King’s Peace 
Macmillan. Sept. 20, 1955. 510p. $5.50. 


The young and talented British historian, Miss 
Wedgwood, has undertaken formidable assignment 
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this, the first projected three-volume study the 
Great Rebellion England. For she has essayed 
achieve the following: (1) limn the character some- 
what devious Stuart monarch (Charles I); (2) delineate 
the essentials two civilizations (Anglo-Saxon and 
Celtic); (3) narrate the tale three distinct countries 
(England, Scotland, and Wales); and (4) correlate all 
the foregoing elements perspective that reveals 
fair judgment those men, motives, and events that 
made rebellion practically inevitable. Has she suc- 
ceeded? large measure, yes, for here literary 
product marked brilliant description, urbane and 
felicitous style, penetrating psychological insights, 
and incisive yet sympathetic appraisals all leading 
protagonists. 


evaluating notable work one risks becoming 
querulous the extreme insisting that the scrupu- 
lous adherence the narrative technique has done 
some violence the reader’s appreciation these con- 
stitutional issues which made the Hampden case 
justly famed; lost, too, the rush narrative are the 
underlying implications the struggle for power be- 
tween king and Parliament. are never made 
realize that England had already repudiated the medie- 
val traditions men like Bracton who placed the 
monarch sub Deo sub lege and that the revolutionary 
victory secularistic governments over theological and 
civil affairs had been achieved Henry VIII. The 
struggle now was over who what should the 
repository and wielder that power. 


The story begins 1637 when Charles although 
completing the twelfth year his reign, showed 
signs being mellowed matured time. was 
“the most remote and isolated all kings,” alienating 
those whom most heavily relied for support. 
Marriage Catholic Henrietta Marie brought him 
under possible suspicion being pro-papist; his support 
Archbishop Laud’s efforts Anglicanize the domin- 
ion brought him afoul the Calvinists; policy hostile 
Protestant Netherlands and benevolently neutral 
Catholic Spain disturbed even the Anglicans. 


series damaging events heralded the decline 
royal power. the Hampden case, the principle, rex 
est lex, received mortal wound. Toward the end 
1638 the Scottish Covenanters sponsored the famous 
Glasgow Assembly whenceforth cannonaded repudia- 
tions and denunciations religious ceremonies, use 
vestments, and the episcopacy itself. Christmas 
1638 all hope peace between Scotland and the 
Court were gone. the same time Parliament passed 
the shrewd and capable John Pym, whose 
connections with the City, the Navy, and with the Peer- 
age made him the most dangerous Parliamentary foe 
that Stuart was ever face. When the Earl Straf- 
ford, who undertaken the king’s defense, perished 
the gallows 1641 before dense crowds who had 
come rejoice his death, the royal destiny was 
sealed doom. alone the tower 
pathetic observer, Archbishop Laud confided 
diary that the king whom and Strafford had served 
faithfully had not been worth the serving: “he knew 
not how made great.” 


316 Haight Engle 


Miss Wedgweed’s subsequent volumes will awaited 
with intense interest all who find British history 
this period exciting adventure. 


Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
Duquesne University, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Haight, Anne Lyon Banned Books 
Informal notes some books banned for various reasons 
various times and various places. Second edition, revised 
and enlarged. Bowker, 1955. Cloth, $4.00; paper, $0.75. 
“The modern world not evil; some ways the 
modern world far too good. full mild and 
wasted virtues. When religious scheme shattered 
(as Christianity was shattered the Reformation), 
not merely the vices that are let loose. The vices 
are, indeed, let loose, and they wander and damage. 
But the virtues are let loose also; and the virtues wander 
more wildly, and the virtues more terrible damage. 
The modern world full the old Christian virtues 
gone mad. The virtues have gone mad because they 
have been isolated from each other and are wandering 
alone. Thus, some scientists care for truth; and their 
truth (Chesterton, Orthodoxy, 52-3.) Here 
superb example such virtuous wandering, 
judging solely the light intellectual freedom; 
reminds one the motto Columbia’s bicentennial 
celebration which adroitly separated the evangelist 
John’s statement that “the truth shall make you free” 
from the religious content the full verse which 
appeared. 


Arranged chronologically the birth date the au- 
thors, Banned Books assembles “informally” statements 
censorship, e.g., “387 B.C. Greece: Plato suggested 
expurgating Homer for immature readers.” The state- 
ments range from the period Homer through com- 
ments Mailer’s Naked and the Dead 1954. 
appendix carries, excerpt, “statements freedom 
the press,” such from Areopagitica. There brief, 
unannotated bibliographic check-list. 


The “informal” aspect has apparently made unneces- 
sary document any statement, e.g., the irrelevant 
summary the legend “the female Pope Joan and 
her baby” which included although “it has never 
been satisfactorily proved one way another” (pp. 
8-9). For concise refutation modern scholar 
might refer Fernand Mourret, History the Cath- 
olic Church, 3:521-4 (St. Louis: Herder, 1937). The 
survey censorship England focuses largely 
Queen Mary, ignoring the activities Henry VIII, 
whose dissolution monastic libraries hardly one 
intellectual freedom’s beacon lights any more than 
Elizabeth I’s 1559 injunctions whereby “all Catholic 

service books (were) sought out and de- 
stroyed. None (was) preach even his own parish 
unless specially licensed the Queen, the bishop, 
the Queen’s majesty’s visitors.” (Philip Hughes, 
The Reformation England, 3:115. New York: Mac- 
millan, 1954.) 


The text also colored with the author’s own inter- 
pretations, e.g., 1519 “Luther nailed theses, dis- 
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cussing the true meaning (ital. added); 
and with irrelevancies, the same section 
reference the Quebec ban the motion picture 
“Martin Luther” (ital. added). Another example 
1938 Johannesburg South Africa banned all the 
works Rabelais; 1953, “the 400th anniversary 
the Rabelais was celebrated the literary 
world.” 


work, omitted from the bibliography, which might 
have enlightened the author considerably Redmond 
Burke’s What the Index? (Milwaukee: Bruce, 1952), 
developed originally doctoral dissertation the 
University Chicago. The National Organization for 
Decent Literature lists, oft-cited the text, are inad- 
vertently (?) omitted also. 

Chesterton also remarked that have fear censor- 
ship the press more than censorship the press. 
would ask Miss Haight cite both sides, e.g., the 
failure our North American press 1917 record 
the events Fatima that the National Education 
Association list Catholic titles among the “Sixty 
standing Education Books the Year,” etc. 


Banned Books “informal” and, from scholarly view- 
point, inconsequential. Its publication and 
advocacy house distinguished bibliography and 
book trade journalism discouraging. 


Eugene Willging, Librarian, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Engle, Paul and Martin, Hansford (Editors) 
Prize Stories 1956: The Henry Awards 
Doubleday. Jan. 294p. $3.95. 
happen “sucker” for short stories. write 
cases which contains eleven volumes The Best 
American Short Stories edited Martha Foley, for the 
years 1943-1953 inclusive. Simply the interest 
saving valuable shelf space, quit buying copies 
Martha Foley’s volumes 1953. Now may decide 
start another shelf for the Henry Awards but 
not positive yet. The volume edited Paul 
Engle and Hansford Martin differs from the volumes 
edited Martha Foley various ways. The main 
difference found the inclusion well known 
writers the Engle-Martin volume, whereas the Foley 
books prefer contain only “coming” and less well 
known writers. This volume, for example, contains 
stories such well known writers William Faulkner, 
Robert Coates and John Steinbeck. not sure 
that the inclusion well known writers good 
bad idea, but personally not favor it. Such 
men have their reputations established; seems 
that such collections should open only promising 
writers who need and deserve more recognition than 
they have received. 
This volume also designates first prize, second prize 
and third such awards are made the 
Foley volumes. This practice giving prizes may 
pleasing some readers and irritating others. Cer- 
tainly this reviewer would have given award one 


Doub! 
Here’ 
range 
done 
posed 
blood 
plot 
denot 
one. 


Verdi 


Wees 


Truth 
are 
this 
his 

brute 
than 

the 
floatir 
than’s 


Verdi 


The 
ing 
execu 
there’. 
Pick 
lutely 


JANU 
migh 
often 
six 


SELLERS 


added); 
picture 
nple is: 
all the 
rsary 
literary 


might 
1952), 

the 
tion for 
inad- 


censor- 
press, 
the 
record 
Out- 


view- 
and 


trian, 


wards 


write 
book- 
Best 
for the 
pies 
decide 
but 
Paul 
olumes 
main 
known 
Foley 
ontains 
ulkner, 
sure 

Such 
ymising 
than 


prize 
the 
nay 

Cer- 


one 


January 15, 1956 


the stories listed among the best three the volume. 
one will find anything any the stories that 
might considered poor taste. The crudeness that 
often passes for realism fortunately not represented 
story. There enough variety among the stories 
satisfy anyone. However, rather doubtful the 
average reader will clearly recall any story the book 
six months after having read it. There not really 
poor story the volume but neither there one that 
might possibly called unforgettable. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University 
Chicago, Illinois 


MYSTERY AND DETECTION 


MacDonald, Philip The Man Out the Rain 
Doubleday. Dec. 24, 1955. 189p. $2.75. 

Here’s stimulating collection short stories which 
range from the subtle the risible. Nearly all are 
done with skillful integration stylistic form im- 
posed related matter: diller macabre and cold 
blooded chiller brittle and sharp ice; comedy 
con men has the unctuous flow oil slick. Odd- 
enough the most ineffective the title story: trite 
plot woman and child marooned house with 
psychopathic killer, resolved almost ridiculous 
denouement. Otherwise, quality plus quantity this 
one. 


Verdict: Philip’s fillip for fanciful palates. 


Wees, Frances The Keys Prison 
Doubleday. Dec. 26, 1955. 192p. $2.75. 


Truth may stranger, but seems the fictioneers 
are all working the mines fancy out Cloud Nine 
this season. Rafe Jonason likeable, industrious and 
successful businessman who doesn’t drink and loves 
his wife. thoroughly A-1 character. Then goes 
through the roof his convertible, rapping his noggin 
sturdy pine. Overnight he’s surly, suspicious 
brute giving his wife and associates hard time. Jona- 
than Merill, psychoanalyst interested crime, offers 
the theory true schizophrenia: Jekyll and Hyde 
floating around Toronto, Canada. Somehow Jona- 
than’s interest seems misplaced. 


Verdict: Stevenson did much more skillfully. 


Shedd, Margaret Run 


Doubleday. Dec. 25, 1955. 242p. $3.50. 


The idea young and introverted teen ager fleeing 
panic from entire police force which has him 
trapped the sewers city may have seemed excit- 
ing and original its conception. Unfortunately, the 
execution leaves much desired. For one thing, 
there’s the inciting incident: tasteless and brutal ice- 
Pick murder infant; for another there’s abso- 
lutely unbelievable ice-pick murder young police- 
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man someone who revealed obviously 
demented psychopath who couldn’t have found her 
way across lighted room—if are accept the 
resolution cheaply rigged situation exploited for 
its own sake. 


Verdict: Don’t run for this one! 


Ames, Delano Landscape With Corpse 


Jane and Dagobert Brown escapade. This time 
murder Paraiso Mar and it’s all too confusingly 
precious the writer tries clever and cute 
obtuse style which accomplishes one end: your curiosity 
evoked what does constitute humor mys- 
tery. Unfortunately this masterpiece ennui doesn’t 
supply satisfactory answer. 


Verdict: Deadly—and dull. 


Nielsen, Helen 
Morrow. Jan. 252p. $2.75. 


Judge Addison inclined scoff the crank letters 
signed Mr. Justice: the Judge will die when Walter 
Messick dies. The cop, Matt Coleman, gets them too. 
Matt apprehended and Judge Addison sentenced Wal- 
ter for the murder Faye Harper. Since it’s their 
lives Walter dies, they start looking into some evi- 
dence which somehow was overlooked the trial. 
Eventually, the most unacceptable denouement the 
year ends what started out shrewdly conceived 
gimmick. Character delineation almost nil what 
obviously machine-made plot. 


Verdict: Neither buy nor “borrow the night.” 


Borrow the Night 


Noel, Sterling Storm Over Paris 
Farrar, Strauss. Jan. 7,1956. 249p. $3.00. 


Unabashed cops and robbers! which can often very 
entertaining fare—if plausibly structured within 
credible frame reality. Graham Greene and Eric 
Ambler seem endowed with whatever alchemic 
gift needed put over this particular genre. And 
Sterling Noel has staked out claim trying work 
this same vein gold. was fairly successful 
Killed Stalin and Few Die Well. But seems 
have come with quartzite his newest opus. 


all begins when Wright Huey, first officer the 
Sarah Lovejoy, coming out the dipsy end 
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Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 


Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1956, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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bender Marseilles. mistaken for slick crook, 
Connie Chancellor, and suddenly finds himself swept 
behind the scenes international crime. Brought 
Paris the French police, his real identity estab- 
lished. Then offered the challenging assignment 
use his startling resemblance foil what are sup- 
posed the slickest bunch cut throats and 
counterfeiters who ever sipped cassis the lounge 
the Crillon. goes work counterspy work- 
ing for DICA, quasi-official police organization em- 
powered cross national boundaries get the culprits. 
And their current caper doozie: flooding Europe 
with billions counterfeit bills, intending wreck 
the continental economy, then skip country they 
intend buying (if you please). Wright joins the 
side right, and gets involved the most preposterous 
collection incidents this reviewer has encountered 
since Olsen and Johnson closed Hellzapoppin’. 
weren’t that Storm labelled novel suspense I’d 
have applauded for spoof the genre. Even the 
super-brain behind the gang turns out just about 
the one you’d expect comedy mystery. And that 
climax! Huey shoots down the very plane from which 
the gang intending drop him into the Atlantic 
(as they make their clean getaway)! 


ing The New Yorker Album Cartoons knowing the 
contents were intended humor! 


Verdict: Sterling performance: made the suspense 
too short! 


Meissner, Hans Otto The Man With Three Faces 
Rinehart. Jan. 243p. $3.50. 

Here incredible (but true) and fascinating account 
the infamous Tokyo spy ring and its Macchiavellian 
leader, Richard Though the events read like 
something out Buchan Oppenheim, public revela- 
tion, (Willoughby’s book MacArthur), confirms 
the truth one the slickest conspiracies have 
been perpetrated this century. The details are 
fairly well supplied Meissner, one time mem- 
ber the German Embassy .in Tokyo, who knew 
Sorge during World War but didn’t become in- 
terested the story the master spy’s activities until 
long after—when learned the truth while 
internment camp. 


Richard Sorge posed correspondent for German 
newspaper, reporting news from Tokyo. unctu- 
ously shrewd operator, was speaking terms with 
many high-ranking Japanese officers. was con- 
sidered personable representative, (who had been 
carefully investigated the Japanese secret police), 
ally. Actually headed the Far East 
espionage apparatus for Moscow. And his coups were 
enormous their strategic importance the Com- 
munists who trusted him implicitly. 


Fortunately for Japan, Colonel Ozaki the Kempetai 
(secret police) began suspect Sorge; but, then, the 
Japanese suspected every non-Japanese and had them 
all under constant surveillance. And his suspicions 
grew, Ozaki had his hands full trying catch this 
chameleon. But catch Sorge did. 
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Unhappily, this true story has not necessarily ended, 
Meissner’s conviction that Sorge still alive, 
spite any announcements the Japanese government 
that Sorge was executed. For, seems governments 
trade valued And Meissner opines that the 
Commies valued Sorge enough try valiantly get 
him back alive—ready his work elsewhere. 


For all know, Meissner might Sorge? that 
swarthy looking chap sitting right next you the 
had three faces, why not four? 


John Coppinger, 
Rye, New York 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


**Indicates book Specially Recommended 
*Indicates book Recommended 

Blanch, Lesley 

Around the World Eighty Dishes; 

the World Through the Kitchen Window 
the author. Harper. Nov. 1955. 172p. 
International Day, United Nations Day, well 
those days devoted honoring individual nations, will 
bit easier celebrate this book the school 
library shelves. Recipes are given for typical foods from 
the major European countries, the Balkans, Middle 
East, Africa, Far East, Pacific Islands, Central and 
South America, and the Arctic peoples, ending with 
“Space Cadet Soufflé.” Prefacing the recipe section 
list equipment and another spices needed, few 
tactful tips for beginners, some simple definitions 
culinary terms, and table weights and measures. 
Prefacing individual recipes anecdote from 
comment the country origin, and throughout the 
book are delightful, funny illustrations. Following the 
national recipes are instructions for making four basic 
sauces, gravy, and tea. Practical (even when 
ing rose-leaf jam, Emir’s jewels, Zombie’s secret, and 
Cod’s roe pie) clear, with step-by-step instructions, and 
informal tone, the book fun read and should 
appeal the imagination young cooks. not im- 
possible that may contribute the thing the author 
hopes for, i.e., “enlarge your horizons beyond the range 
hot dogs and ice cream.” 


*Burton, Doris 

Daring Live: Heroic Christians Our Day 
Regnery. Oct. 17,1955. 176p. $3.00. 
Brief biographical sketches ten Catholic men whose 
only common denominator (in spite 
title) was their love God and their fellowmen. 
Some these have been subjects for 
Pasteur, Ira Dutton, Pope St. and Father Pro. 
Not frequently met the French Cistercian who, 
Sergeant Michael Carlier, refused leave from the 
trenches World War order stay with his men, 
and was killed action. Nor the brilliant and hand- 
some Italian youth, Georgio Frassatti, who promoted 
Catholic Action and fought Fascism the 
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dying polio. Heroism World War marked 
terminated—the careers the Polish Father 
Maximilian Kolbe, who took the place fellow 
prisoner marked for extermination the Oswiecim 
concentration camp; Captain Hugh Dormer, Eng- 
parachutist who was killed Normandy Beach; 
the German Catholic Youth leader, Karl Leisner, 
who was ordained priest French bishop when 
both were inmates Dachau concentration camp; and 
the 21-year-old Irish flyer, Wing Commander Bren- 
dan Finucane, who shot down enemy planes before 
his own crashed into the sea. each account, the 
personal integrity, self-sacrifice, and example afforded 
others the subject are stressed. Printed Great 
Britain, the book not particularly inviting format, 
and the author’s simple presentation occasionally seems 
old-fashioned. The stories, however, contain sufficient 
adventure and evidence heroic virtue hold young 
readers the final page. They may also serve in- 
troduce them the fuller accounts available. 


Button, Dick Dick Button Skates 
Prentice-Hall. Dec. 1955. 217p. photogs. diagrs. $3.95. 


The youthful figure-skater, winner five world cham- 
pionships, two Olympic first, and seven United States 
titles, describes his skating experiences from the time 
when, the age 21, his first teacher assured him 
would never learn skate, his retirement from 
amateur competition order study law. Though 
the author stresses enjoyment throughout his book, and 
the buoyant personality that comes through his lines 
indicates does enjoy it, nevertheless the long hours 
practice, the tension and the expense competitive 
skating are clearly indicated. The last eight chapters 
offer basic instruction figure skating: basic edges, 
figure eights, variations these, and the jumps and 
spins for free skating, concluding with practical hints 
competitive performance. Modestly told, spite 
the head-turning publicity and glamourous surround- 
ings which was subjected, also tribute his 
good sense and sportsmanship. Not the least his 
achievements, but passed quickly the narrative, was 
graduation with honors from Harvard the same year 
took his second Olympic title. Because restricted 
the writer’s skating career, with little his personal 
life, the book will chiefly interest those 
where skating favored sport. 


The Fearless Family 
the author. Oct. 25, 1955. 160p. 


Christensen, Gardell Dano 


experienced and accurate observer nature has 
Written collection twelve stories concerned with 
typical activities members the ramily Mustelidae. 
Martens, otters, badgers, ferrets, minks, skunks, weasels, 
Wolverines, some villains the piece, others heroes; 
but all are accurately and unsentimentally depicted. 
Their playfulness, cunning and resourcefulness are in- 
terestingly described. illustrations the 
author add greatly the value this instructive book 
animal stories. every case, observation indicates 
that The Fearless Family uniquely suitable de- 
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scriptive title for the weasels and their relatives. For 


junior high. 
Sister Maria Laurence, 
Biology Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Conrad, Sybil The Golden Summer 
Mary Stevens. Holt. Nov. 26, 1955. 220p. 
Terry Wallis entered junior high new neighbor- 
hood late the year, find her star performances 
school sports were not enough make her one the 
crowd get her invitations their parties, dances 
and dates. scholarship lagged; her first failure 
seemed imminent; but came June and she finished with 
honors, though she was not included graduation 
festivities. Her understanding parents sent her off, 
unwilling, summer camp where shrewd counselor 
brought out Terry’s best, helped her reach new sense 
values, win coveted camp award for greatest per- 
sonal achievement, and return home confidenly with 
new outlook, increased social poise and the assurance 
being one the crowd and getting the right boy. 
Junior high girls will probably enjoy Terry’s spoiled 
tactics and school-camp complications, but the story 
neither convincing nor worthwhile. The illustrations 
are attractive. 

Frances Dowling, 

Senior High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Garst, Doris Shannon John Jewitt’s Adventure 
Illustrated Donald McKay. Sept. 1955. 
$2.75. 

Based the journal the real John Jewitt, published 
1807, this the story 18-year-old youth who 
1801 sailed ship’s armorer the ship Boston, bound 
for China via Vancouver Island where furs for the 
China trade would picked up. After lively voy- 
age, including near-disaster when they rounded the 
Horn, the ship’s crew were massacred Nootka 
Indians revenge for injuries suffered from earlier 
ship. Only survivors were Jewitt and the ship’s sail- 
maker. These were made slaves Chief Maquina 
and served him for three years before Jewitt got word 
friendly vessel, which took them off. There 
good action this retold version, adequate picture 
shipboard life the period, and colorful, realistic 
details about the Pacific Coast Indians. Characters are 
believable and well defined. good adventure story 
spite occasional geographical error. 


Hinternhoff, John Decatur High Barbary 
Illustrated Clifford Gleary. Dec. 1955. 
221p. $2.75. 

Primarily, this Andy Rountree’s story. But since the 
author gives that character the good fortune begin 
his apprenticeship sea under Commodore John Barry 
the same time that Stephen Decatur was one the 
midshipmen board, and since Andy serves with 
Decatur almost continuously until receives his own 
command, get almost much Decatur’s story 


320 


the fictitious Rountree. The action includes en- 
gagements against the French and British ships; but 
greatest attention goes the daring campaign against 
the Barbary pirates, under Decatur’s leadership and 
with Andy playing important part. Judicious de- 
tails about navy costumes and period customs; the inclu- 
sion historic figures such Barry, and Decatur’s 
nemesis, James Barron; brief comment the ups and 
downs the little American navy politicians took 
hand its affairs; all contribute the sense reality 
which the book conveys. The account the Barbary 
War much simplified and abridged. Captain Preble’s 
part played down. And not clear why the 
author did not use the real name the Sicilian pilot 
who took part the burning the Philadelphia. But 
the charm and friendliness Decatur’s volatile per- 
sonality comes through successfully, his classical 
background and interest marine biology. Unobtru- 
sive, but plain see, the duelling motif, though 
each instance the encounters occur offstage, and both 
Andy’s and the author’s disapproval are clear. Boys 
will enjoy the book, and pick some information 
they read. 


Lambert, Eloise 

Our Language; the Story the Words Use 
Introduction Mario Pei. Lothrop. Dec. 16, 1955. 
$3.95. 


interesting book which should stimulate desire 
speak the English language more carefully and appro- 
priately. informal, friendly fashion, and with due 


regard for adolescent vocabularies, the author points 
out regional influences American speech and their 
probable causes, the differences between American and 
British terminology, and the pidgin English spoken 
China and the South Seas. Part II, she traces 
historical backgrounds, shows how words changed down 
the centuries, and refers briefly the nine major lan- 
guage families. Separate chapters personal and 
place names will probably afford young people the 
most entertainment. But the final chapters indi- 
viduality vocabulary, slang, (“how, when and where 
use it”), and brief overview the development 
the alphabet, punctuation and good diction, should 
make teachers’ work easier. There index, un- 
fortunately. 

Major weakness the book lies unqualified state- 
ments dubious points and occasional mislead- 
ing statements. Thus Gaius Julius Caesar was given 
his cognomen because was born caesarian section! 
Marcus Tullius Cicero had wart his nose, hence 
the “nickname.” (Why their progenitors bore these 
names passed over!) Similarly, derivations many 
American place names are variance with conclusions 
found Stewart’s Names the Land (Random 
House, 1945) which high school students are accus- 
tomed use. (Cf. Wisconsin, Missouri, Potomac, 
Niagara, etc.) More disturbing, perhaps, the conflict 
statements within the cover the book. Thus, 
Lambert claims that English “probably the biggest 
and most widespread the world today.” Mario 
Pei had earlier said outstripped the speakers 
Chinese. Since the over-all plan and presentation 
the material very effective, regrettable that the 
book was not more carefully edited. 


Lambert Latham MacKellar Massey 


Best 


Jean Lee Carry on, Mr. Bowditch 
Illustrated John O’Hara Cosgrave Houghton.. Sept, 
20,1955. $2.75. 

From title page tailpiece, this story American 
self-taught mathematician and astronomer his 30th 
year fascinating, informative and inspiring book for 
adolescents. Though yearning for 
young Nat was apprenticed for nine years 
ship’s chandler. During this period learned 
tion, surveying, astronomy, Latin, (so could read 
Newton’s Principia), and French. Going sea 21, 
taught his rough crews navigate their ships, 
worked out new method determining longitude, 
and many times was instrumental changing the in- 
tended course for more successful one. His 
standing achievement, (for which Harvard granted him 
honorary M.A.), was the detection’ some 
errors the tables the seaman’s bible the time, 
Moore’s Practical Navigator. Before was 30, 
brought out revised version that book under his 
own name; still standard text for seamen. 
present, when much emphasis placed mathe- 
matics the secondary course study, Bowditch’s 
solution for knotty problem, “It’s simple matter 
mathematics, sir,” well his determined insistence 
checking all work and his study methods, double 
the story-value the book. 


William 
McGraw-Hill. 1955. 184p. $2.50. 
run-of-the-mill football story which young 
tish athlete (age unspecified) sent America, all 
expenses paid Glasgow newspaper, for six-months 
stay which promote better feeling between Amer- 
ica and Scotland. attends Drake, Long Island, 
which apparently small private preparatory school, 
though these details are not specified either. Though 
unfamiliar with football, the quickly 
comes spectacular player because can kick long, 
long kick. There the usual antagonism between 
star player and the newcomer, the usual theft 
money, the usual discovery the missing cash the 
newcomer’s possession, the usual (and the reader, 
obvious) discovery the real culprit, and the usual 
change heart the antagonistic member the 
team. 


Kickoff 


Rolling Home 
Nov. 21, 


Massey, Jeanne 
Illustrated Mars. 
$2.7 


Holt. 


When their father went California new job, 
the Riggs family followed him the “Blunderbus,” 
which was attached the “Riggamarole,” ancient 
station wagon. Unfortunately, 18-year-old Jim had 
leave them Pennsylvania because Uncle Sam had 
sent him invitation report. Indiana, Mother 
had stop off nurse cranky Aunt Julie. So, with 
16-year-old Jerry the wheel and with Babs charge 
finances, the rest the and Davy and 
the five-year-old twins—went on. State police were 
alerted keep eye them, and the trip was hot 
but uneventful until their dog was stolen, Davy made 
friends with “cowboy,” the twins became homesick, 
and Babs ran out money. Luckily, Father came 
the rescue time. fifth seventh grades 
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will enjoy the cross-country adventures and will appre- 
ciate the wholesome family relations and the individ- 
uality the characters. 


Meader, Stephen Guns for the Saratoga 
Illustrated John O’Hara Cosgrave II. Oct. 
13,1955. 207p. $2.75. 

Basing his plot historical data Bell 
Clark’s The First Saratoga, and his characters (with the 
exception the two central figures) the muster roll 
that real ship, the author tells stirring and authen- 
tic tale privateering during the Revolutionary War. 
Teen-aged Gideon Jones and Aaron Mathis make can- 
non and shot the Batsto Ironworks the Mullica 
River South Jersey, under the direction Gideon’s 
father, the ironmaster. The boys have introductory 
try privateering the Rattlesnake. But when 
order received for cannon for the new sloop-of-war, 
the Saratoga, they not only help with the forging but 
with the delivery the sloop, then lying Philadel- 
phia. There Gideon taken midshipman and 
Aaron bosun’s mate. They see action the 
capture six British ships, 220 prisoners and rich 
cargo, though half the ships are retaken their way 
back Yankee ports. During another cruise, three 
more ships are captured and Gideon sent back 
Philadelphia charge one these. returns 
ironworking, eventually achieving his own company 
and wife, before learns that the Saratoga has been 
lost sudden blow. good craftsman, the author 
has done his usual skillful job welding cumbersome 
historical data into compact, well-paced plot. Details 
about the poverty the young American Navy, and its 
dependence upon the auction prize ships and their 
cargoes, are cleverly interwoven. 


Monsarratt, Nicholas (Editor) 

Boys’ Book the Sea 
James Holland. McGraw-Hill. Sept. 14, 
196p. $2.95. (Whittlesey House book) 
Excerpts from true accounts sea experiences, and 
one written especially for the book, are here grouped 
six categories: small boat voyages, days sail, 
pirates, exploration and adventure, holidays afloat, and 
enterprise and valor. They recount exploits old 
Hakluyt’s description the loss the Tobie, and 
the recovery 1940-41 over two million 
pounds gold ingots from the mine-struck Niagara. 
They introduce boys such classics Two Years Be- 
fore the Mast and Sailing Alone Around the World, 
and can most instances expected send the 
young reader back the original book, only dis- 
cover how the voyage turned out. Vigorous, stimulat- 
ing their representation the endurance which 
the human frame capable, and challenging, these 
tales stand for high adventure. Small print and closely 
leaded lines diminish the attractiveness the book. 


Roche, Aloysius Christians Courageous 
Antony Lake. Sheed. Sept. 143p. 


Designed show that heroism among Christians has 
surpassed that ancient and legendary times, fourteen 
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chapters about many individuals range from the 
third-century mime, Ardalion, who started out 
parody Christianity and ended embracing it, 
Father Damian Molokai. Other subjects are: Didy- 
mus, the fourth-century blind seer; Athanasius, Patri- 
arch Alexandria, who was harried from pillar 
post Arians; Telemachus, the monk whose denunci- 
ation the Coliseum games cost him his life but 
caused the gladiatorial games proscribed; Leo the 
Great, whom apparitions Peter and Paul supported 
his defiance Attila; Brendan, Columba, Caedman, 
Friar Odoric, Don John Lepanto, Father Nobili 
Malabar, Father Caron, said the first 
reduce Amerind tongue print; and Father An- 
thony Andrada, first missionary try convert Tibet. 


Unhappily, the known data for these figures not 
every case lend themselves good narrative. The 
author tells has such cases reconstructed the 
tales. Even so, has had resort collateral in- 
formation occasionally, as, the account Didymus, 
exposition the history writing materials; and, 
linguistics and lexicography. other times, when 
fuller information could have been supplied, the author 
has gone off different direction. (Cf. 
erous and determined set people called Arians, after 
their leader Arius who was priest working Alex- 
andria.” Follows character sketch Arius, but 
mention his teachings.) Chief obstacles adoles- 
cent enjoyment the book, however, are lack action 
many the accounts, and the use frequently 
heavy and artificial dialog. The choice subjects 
good. 


Rouzé, Michel Mystery Mont Saint-Michel 
Translated George Libaire; illustrated Peter Speier. 
Holt. Dec. 190p. $2.75. 

Winner the Prix Jeunesse No. the “mystery” 
Mont Saint-Michel has with group five young 
French people who, while camping trip, lose their 
way the subterranean passages the old Abbey, 
long favorite spot with French tourists. High tides, 
lack food and water and heat, and the possession 
only one flashlight among them, offer challenge 
the boys meet readily and with ingenuity. Before they 
emerge neighboring island, they find remains 
fourth-century Roman road, old Roman coin, and 
evidence prehistoric forest. Lively characters, 
generous amount conversation, good suspense will 
appeal junior high readers, they not find the 
terrain and nomenclature too unfamiliar. 


Savery, Constance Welcome, Santza 
Illustrated Helen Torrey. Longmans. Jan. 18, 1956. 
166p. $2.75. 

Fifth- and sixth-grade girls will enjoy the story 
Chrysantza Ionides, little Greek war-orphan, who 
being assigned “big sister” two smaller orphans 
faithfully stayed them, though meant being mis- 
takenly carried off England relief workers. The 
response the Greek children security and love, 
the ordinary experiences adequate food and cloth- 
ing, toys and celebrations, should suggest fuller appre- 
ciation their fortune small American readers, be- 
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sides making pleasant story. Adults will think that, 
bringing the story quick conclusion the final 
chapter, the author leans rather too heavily coinci- 
dence; but small girls will probably enjoy the more 
for everything’s “turning out right.” 


*Taylor, Frank Sherwood 

Illustrated History Science 
Illustrated Thomson. Praeger. Oct. 18, 1955. 
178p. $5.00. 
The author the fascinating Short History Science 
and Scientific Thought (1949), former curator the 
Museum the History Science, Oxford, and present 
director the London Science Museum, publishes here 
his six Christmas lectures the Royal Institution, 1953. 
Substituting for the demonstrations which accompanied 
the lectures and were intended duplicate closely 
possible the original experiments describes are 
some 120 illustrations and figures member the 
Royal Academy. appendix carefully indicates the 
source data for these illustrations or, the case 
very early developments, the basis which the 
pictorial interpretation rests. 
the text, the author assigns the history science 
four time periods: the development crafts and useful 
arts, 4,000-3,000 B.C.; the Greek period, 600 B.C.-14th- 
century A.D.; the 15-17th centuries, A.D., when Greek 
methods were replaced observation facts and the 
development reasons account for these; 1650- 
1950, A.D., when the discovery true facts, their con- 
necting rules and the theories that account for the 
rules, came first importance. covers the 
first three these time periods his first chapter. 
Succeeding chapters consider: 18th-century science; 
the tremendous up-surge scientific discovery the 
first four decades the 19th century; 1830-1900, when 
science “challenged every other avenue knowledge 
and established itself the foundation industry”; 
the 20th century, when science coming con- 
sidered, rightly wrongly, the standard way 
undertaking any major job. Here Mr. Taylor cautions 
that though this satisfactory procedure with ma- 
terial things, science may never know the human mind 
completely and does little yet explain the in- 
terrelationships men and God. 


The book shows admirable balance its estimate 
the contributions made various eras and individuals. 
The account different highlights discovery, and 
the extent which these have depended upon the 
work preceding generations, the human-interest 
touches summarizing the achievements scientific 
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period, well the very excellent and unusual 
trations, mark this superior overview which 
stimulating older adolescents and their elders, 
background high school science will make its 


reading easier. 
Sister Maria Laurence, 
Biology Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Wells, Helen Adam Gimbel: Pioneer Trader 
MacKay. Sept. 232p. $3.00. 

Knowing English, the 18-year-old German-Jew came 
alone New Orleans 1835, worked there 
dore for three years, the neighboring states 
peddler for four years, then set himself mer- 
chant Vincennes, Indiana. All the while had 
sent money back his family Rhein-Pfaltz, 
many. One paragraph, the next-to-last page the 
book, summarizes the achievements his later years 
and describes the coast-to-coast chain Gimbels and 
Saks department stores that his modest little venture 
would eventually produce. 

Interesting, readable, and well-detailed its account 
life for Jew Germany, the river docks New 
Orleans, and back-country conditions America, this 
still unsatisfactory some respects. Too many con- 
tradictory statements are found: Only part Adam’s 
savings were stolen (p. 95); all had left were his 
locket, mezuzah and the clothes his back (p. 96). 
catches fast steamboat for New Orleans” (p. 
159); when leaves that city, “he enjoyed his first 
trip steamboat” (p. 171). buys credit 
Philadelphia (p. 204); made rule “purchase 
only what could afford, rather without than 
into debt” (p. 218). Occasional slips grammar are 
also met, though this may more than the author’s 
intent reflect the homely nature the group among 
whom moved. Yet, quite modern phraseology 
creeps into the narration other places. 
raphy sources would have been helpful, since the 
reader might like know what basis the author 
credits young Gimbel with having introduced the policy 
fixed price for his commodities, the idea 
partment store, the use printed advertising, and “the 
customer always right” treatment. minor point, 
but important establishing the young Jew’s 
ality, her ascribing him rejection Jewish dietary 
laws when reached America, faithful though 
said have been all other traditional religious 
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